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This is Labor's Answer to the Attempt
To Deliver the American Workingman's Vote

"HE labor vote cannet be delivered te the Demecratic party.
bulk of it threugheut the ceuntry will go to Hughes was the pos-
itive declaration of Themas J. Williams, ene of the most prominent
trade unionists in the United States, in course of an interview in

Pittsburgh on November 1, 1916.

Mr. Williams is National President of the
Buiiding Trades department of the American Fed-
eration of Laber, which includes every craft in any
way identified with the building industry.

It has a membership ef nearly one and a half
million men, all mechanics, which is mere than
fifty per cent. of the entire membership of the
erganization ef which Samuel Gompers is the head.

Mr. Williams has just completed a teur of the
south and middle west, in course of which he talked
with representatives of every industry and ad-
dressed seven national cenventions ef laber ergani-
zations.

“No man or group of men can deljver the
labor vete to the Democratic party,” said Mr. Wilk
iams, “The American workingman always has
supperted the Republican ticket, and for 2 wery
practical reasen

“He knows that the Republican y stands
for the great principle of protection o Amer
industry, and that withopi such ection therg
can be ne presperity for him. TFhe wage earners

The Republican Protective ‘Fariff protects workinigmen’s wages without increuing-the cost of htwng.

of this country teday censider the re-establishment
pf the pretective tariff system the one great issue
pefore them, and they will vote accordingly next
‘Fuesday.

“Ng sensible labering man .is deceived by the
resent abnormal industrial activity in the United

States. We all know that war orders from Europe
are respensible for it.

“If the foreign conflict should end tomorrow,
he wage earners of this country would be con-
onted with precisely similar conditions to those

which canfronted them during the first two years
of the Wilson administration—idle mills, dead toco-
motives, men out of employment; and business de-
pressian everywhere.

“The warkingman will vote next Tuesday for
E;:: Republican ficket because he will then  voie

his material welfare.

] trip through the south and west, I dis-
pussg(? tﬁ? pqlﬁical situation with hundreds of lab-
pring men. | found no indication anywhere of a

ronaunced frend of sentiment in the ranks of the
wage-earners {ow the Democratic party.”

The question is shall we have a Democratic tariff that only pretends to help the wage-earner or a

tariff that really protects him?
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